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Abstract 

Fine and Applied Arts Education is an indispensable area of study in any growing society! It is 
difficult to look around and not see an artist’s works. It permits everyone to express himself in 
any way possible. In fact, Art can be described as a trademark of creativity. It is a unique 
feature of the economy of any country that seeks self-reliance; hence artists should understand 
their own economic place and its surroundings. In this paper therefore, attempts are made to 
examine the relevance of Fine and Applied Arts in reducing joblessness, the roles of visual 
arts in decreasing crimes and insecurity in our society. The paper concludes that if Fine and 
Applied Arts Education is properly valued, embraced and effectively pursued in Nigeria, it 
will not only provide jobs for uncountable unemployed and underemployed, but also 
enormously hinder crimes. Other relevant suggestions are also given on the way forward. 
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Some decades ago in Nigeria, anyone who had either college, polytechnic or university 
certificate was sure of securing one form of paid job or the other. At that time, employers plainly 
would just march into the institutions to shop for middle level manpower by placing adverts in 
different schools and faculties for various vacant positions. Galadima (2007) attests to it that:  
 

Then, for anybody acquiring an education, paid employment was the ultimate and string of 
goodies that were attached to it: good salary, car loan within the first six months, and in some 
cases, official quarters. This was how every graduate reached the enviable heights of self-
fulfillment in the late 1970s (p. 12). 

  
Today, the story is quite distinct owing to various factors that have militated against our 

economy. Most often, it is the case of “who you know” and “give and take” syndromes to get 
employment. Akwashiki (2013) also confirms this when he laments about his ordeals in search of a 
job that:  
 

So far, I noticed a challenge. Like the Ministry of Interior where I applied, we later realized 
that those they wanted for the job have actually started working while we were busy applying. 
They never told us they have got the people they wanted (p. 33).  

 
Nevertheless, as bad as this may portray, people with assorted skills and creative minds, 

especially in the field of arts, are able to find ways to scale through these hurdles of economic 
depression which has brought about untold loss of jobs, unemployment and poverty to many families. 

 
Elbert Hubbard in a 1908 volume of ‘Little Journeys to the Homes of Great Teachers’ as cited 

by Popova (2012) opined that “Art is not a thing – it is a way.” Art generally, according to Ogumor 
(2002), is a way of life. It is the power of doing anything. It means any skill, trade, craft or acquired 
expertise. Art is further described as a visual object or experience consciously created through an 
expression of skill or imagination (Encyclopaedia Britannica, 2010). Art builds creativity, and 
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creative minds create. Artists create music, paintings, architecture, philosophy, books, movies, and 
computer design (Mike, 2011). It can as well be defined as “the use of skill and imagination in the 
creation of aesthetic objects, environments, or experiences that can be shared with others” (Adeyemo, 
2012:89). Wright in Popova (2012) posited that art is a discovery and development of elementary 
principles of nature into beautiful forms suitable for human use. No wonder Benedetto Croce in 
Emefie (1985) stated that ‘art is expression.’  

 
From all these descriptions, it is evident that art is all encompassing and a means of 

employing diverse skills and power of imagination to create/express beautiful visual images, 
knowledge of aesthetic worth, and or thought-provoking works and ideas that appeal to human sense 
of beauty and reasoning such as in painting, sculpture, music, drama, writing and so on. 
 
Concept and Components of Fine and Applied Arts 

This paper focuses mainly on Fine and Applied Arts as a discipline and its capacity to 
ameliorate joblessness and insecurity in Nigeria. Fine and Applied (or Industrial) Arts is an academic 
subject that is divided into two major fields of study just as the name suggests “Fine” and “Applied”, 
with different sub-divisions as areas of specialization. According to Ponky (1991): 
 

Applied arts refer to the application of design and aesthetics to objects of function and 
everyday use. Whereas Fine arts serve as intellectual stimulation to the viewer or academic 
sensibilities, the applied arts incorporate design and creative ideals to objects of utility, such as 
a cup, magazine or decorative park bench. The fields of industrial design, graphic design, 
fashion design, interior design, decorative art and functional art are considered applied arts. In 
a creative context, the fields of architecture and photography are considered applied arts. Fine 
art refers to arts that are concerned with beauty or which appeal to taste. 

 
Uzuazor (1990) and Uzoagba (2000) opine that Fine Art has to do with that branch of art 

which has no other function than the appeal it makes to man’s sense of beauty, and this includes 
painting, sculpture, drawing, art appreciation or art history. Applied art on the other hand is where 
works of art are applied as craftwork for personal use of the artists or individuals and also for 
commercial purpose or for the industry and this includes areas of discipline such as ceramics, 
graphics, textile, glass technology, metal works among others.  

 
To cap it all in a very few words, Adeyemo (2012) summarizes Fine and Applied Arts as 

visual arts. He posits that visual arts are art forms that create works which are primarily visual in 
nature, such as ceramics, drawing, painting, sculpture, printmaking, design, crafts and often modern 
visual arts (photography, video, and filmmaking) and architecture. 
 
Relevance of Fine and Applied Arts in Reducing Joblessness 

Joblessness is synonymous to unemployment. Encyclopaedia Britannica (2010) and 
Wikipedia (2013) describe it as the condition of people who are capable of working, actively seeking 
work, but unable to find any work. The unemployment rate is a measure of the prevalence of 
unemployment and it is calculated as a percentage by dividing the number of unemployed individuals 
by all individuals currently in the labour force (Wikipedia, 2013). During periods of recession, an 
economy usually experiences a relatively high unemployment rate. According to International Labour 
Organization [ILO] (2013): 
 

Peter A. Adeyemo 
 



 

3 
 

Young people remain particularly stricken by the crisis. Currently, some 73.8 million young 
people are unemployed globally and the slowdown in economic activity is likely to push 
another half million into unemployment by 2014. The youth unemployment rate – which had 
already increased to 12.6 per cent in 2012 – is expected to increase to 12.9 per cent by 2017. 
The crisis has dramatically diminished the labour market prospects for young people… 

 
To buttress the above, the chairman, Subsidy Reinvestment Programme (SURE-P), Dr. 

Christopher Kolade during a sensitization forum for firms in Ilorin, Kwara State on 13th August, 2013 
attests that about 40 million Nigerians translating to 23.9 per cent are unemployed. Quoting the 
National Bureau of Statistics (NBS), he notes further that one of the challenges of graduate 
unemployment is the “inability of the system to absorb the about 300,000 graduates churned out of 
our tertiary institutions.” 

 
Be it as it may, the fifth aim of technical education as stipulated by the National Policy on 

Education in Akubuilo (2000) states that ‘to give training and impart the necessary skills leading to 
the production of craftsmen, technicians and other skilled personnel who will be enterprising and self-
reliant.’ Thus, Fine and Applied Arts is a discipline under vocational and technical education that has 
the potentials to lessen the ugly rate of joblessness and pave way for self-employment in the country.  

 
Similarly, it was mentioned in Mamza (2007) that the National Policy on Education has 

provisions for the teaching of art at all levels of education. This shows it acknowledged the role of art 
education as one of the powerful instruments for self-reliant economy. Hence, art is one of the 
disciplines in our educational programmes that avails trainees the opportunity of acquiring appropriate 
skills, abilities and competences (both mental and physical) as tools for the individuals to live 
independently and contribute their own quota to the development of the society at large. Adeyemo 
(2012) also underscored the current unemployment situation in the country as dangerously very high 
and he notes that visual arts are important policy assets and prosperity generators for any nation 
hoping to reduce or eliminate unemployment among her citizenries. 

 
To further the course of natural values inherent in Fine and Applied Arts to reducing 

joblessness, the National Assembly of State Arts Agencies (2010) claimed that arts create jobs and 
produce tax revenue. It maintains that a strong arts sector is an economic boom that stimulates 
business activity, attracts tourism revenue, retains a high quality work force and stabilizes property 
values. It is no wonder then that Ghanaian’s Ministry of Education, Science and Sports in Adeyemo 
(2011) states that, “the combined knowledge and skills in Sculpture, Science and Technology 
reinforce our survival and development.” 

 
It is therefore imperative to note that different aspects of visual arts have been shown to be 

successful and sustainable strategies for revitalizing rural areas, cities and populace struggling with 
poverty. As is evident from the foregoing, one may not be wrong then to say that visual art is the 
engine of the economy for both the government and individual. 

 
Therefore, there are many areas of specialization in visual arts that are opened up for learning 

within the shortest period of time and also have the capacities to serve as means of livelihood, 
especially by those who are not privileged to attend formal schools or by those who wish to learn arts 
as auxiliary to help themselves economically. Such areas include among others Resist dyed fabrics 
(adire eleko/oloka), Tie and Dye (adire eleso), batik (wax resist), printings (silk-screen, banner, sign-
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post, etc), portraiture and imaginative compositions (in drawing, painting and sculpture), decorative 
carvings and welding. All these put together and effectively embraced have the tendencies to reduce 
the rate of joblessness in Nigeria.  
 
Roles of Visual Arts in Decreasing Crimes and Insecurity 

Issues of security and safety of lives and properties are contemporary matters in the present 
day Nigeria. The case of crimes and insecurity has become more pressing now than ever. Adeyemo 
(2009) laments the unemployment proportion of all school leavers as now being very rampart, and 
that this has contributed to the high incidence of various types of crime witnessed in the country 
today. Crime, according to Conklin (2007), is “an act that violates the criminal law and is punishable 
by the state”. Abubakar and Uba (2009) see crime further as “an act which is judged as a sufficient 
challenge to the functioning of the society to warrant punishment.” Visual arts therefore, are potent 
forces that can decrease the wave of crimes by reaching out to the general public with informative 
displays/exhibits of the adverse consequences/effects of crimes on both the perpetrators and the 
community at large. Visual arts increase awareness and refresh anti-crime messages for those who 
may have heard but forgotten them. 

 
However, crime in its varying shades birth insecurity. Microsoft Encarta Dictionaries (2009) 

see insecurity as the state of being unsafe or insecure. Insecurity refers to the breach of peace and 
security, whether historical, religious, ethno-regional, civil, social, economic and political that have 
contributed to recurring conflicts, which Nigeria has witnessed over the years resulting in wanton 
destruction and loss of lives and property (Eme, 2011: 176). 

 
This writer though subscribes to the position of Eme’s description of insecurity and the 

contributing factors responsible for recurring conflicts in Nigeria but he is mainly interested in the 
economic-based violence which he sees as the poverty induced catalyst that makes people to loose 
their sense of reasoning and thus become intolerant of one another. To further support this position, 
Adeyeye (2012) corroborates that:  
 

…the root of most social problems is economic discontent when people cannot get their daily 
bread, when people have no hope for shelter, when people have no hope for a future for 
themselves or for their children or for their loved ones, then you tend to become prone to 
exhibit bad behaviour. If you look at those who are used as area boys or as thugs in the south 
and you look at those who are being used for Boko Haram in the north and you study them 
sociologically, you will not be surprised if you see the same common trend of hopelessness, of 
lack of access to employment, of lack of good education, of unpreparedness to be part of the 
modern world where certain skills are required to navigate life itself. 

  
The report of the National Planning Commission (NPC) in Adeyemo (2009) further 

substantiates the above opinion that, ‘although Nigeria is rich in natural and human resources, 7 of 
every 10 Nigerians live on less than US$1 a day’. It further asserts that ‘more than two-thirds of 
Nigerian people are poor, despite living in a country with vast potential wealth.’ All these instances 
largely contribute to the menaces (indiscriminate killings, kidnappings, vandalism, bombings and 
robbery, just to mention a few) the country is experiencing today perpetrated by some aggrieved 
individuals and groups of armed angry citizens such as Movement for the Emancipation of Niger 
Delta (MEND) and the prevailing Boko Haram. 
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In addition, it is imperative to note that most of the youths who indulge in underage 
prostitution, gambling, drugs and other vices are victims of poverty, neglect, injustice and poor 
governance. They are economically exploited and physically abused because those in the corridors of 
power are busy looting the people’s collective wealth under various disguises. A typical example is 
the latest revelation about the outrageous total emoluments per annum of our law makers. Echianu 
(2013) stresses that “a Nigerian legislator receives an annual salary of about $189,000 equivalent of 
N30 million, which is 116 times the country’s gross domestic product (GDP) per person…” So, the 
government cannot say there is no money to support infrastructure and manpower development to 
equip our tertiary institutions. 

 
By and large, the inability or failure of the government at all levels to make adequate 

provisions of essential services for masses coupled with the economic harsh situations which ushered 
in loss of jobs, unemployment and poverty engendered the current level of crimes and insecurity in 
the country. 

 
Since it is observed that the escalating wave of insecurity pervading the land was orchestrated 

by unemployment (Adeyemo, 2012: 92), this is where the roles of visual arts come into play. An idle 
mind is the devil’s workshop, so they say! Visual art therefore, is a vocation that guarantees self-
reliance and self-employment that can make an individual become responsible in the society, only if 
the government, via its agencies (such as the National Directorate of Employment [NDE] and the 
National Poverty Eradication Programme [NAPEP]) that are tasked with the responsibilities to create 
employment and reduce poverty, will give it all the deserved attention and necessary support needed. 
 
Conclusion  

In a pluralistic society, with scarce job opportunities, like Nigeria, visual arts education which 
is an integral part of functional education is needed for self-dependence. Thus, if Fine and Applied 
arts education is truly embraced and pursued in Nigerian educational system, it will not only check the 
rising unemployment rate, promote human capacity building and self-reliance due to its inherent skills 
and dexterities, but also contribute to poverty alleviation, crime prevention and the sustainability of 
socio-economic development of the country.  
 
Recommendations 

Going by the findings of this paper, the following recommendations, among others, are proffered 
for the way forward: 

i. Government at all levels should embrace efficient policies and focus on creative economy, to 
positively impact the lives of the people, thereby stemming the rate of unemployment and 
poverty which are the banes of crimes and insecurity. 
 

ii. Government should mandate schools at all levels, especially at senior secondary school level 
and possibly at the first year of tertiary education, to offer art as a compulsory subject in their 
curricula to improve skills that stimulate the spirit of self-reliance. 

 
iii. Government in conjunction with the relevant authorities should set up resource centres, at 

least one, in each local government area of the federation, to help train citizens, especially 
graduates, to become self-employed and free from economic stagnation and worsening social 
malaise. 
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iv. It is always said that a hungry man is an angry man! To reduce the spate of crimes and 
insecurity in whatever representation or form, government therefore, should provide basic 
services to cater for the essential needs of the common people. 
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